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Goal:  

To understand our faith as one that encourages the use of reason and that is comfortable with changing if our understandings change. To place the Genesis story in its poetic legendary context.

Overview: 

Today's lesson uses actual excerpts from "The Monkey Trial" (a.k.a. Tennessee vs. John Scopes Trial of 1925).  This famous trial can help illustrate the different ideas between biblical creation and evolution. Darrow's cross examination of fundamentalist Byron illustrates the difficulties of biblical literalism.  UU's are part of the majority of modern people who have accepted the theory of evolution.  Yet even today, there are powerful voices in our school boards advocating for creationism to be taught in public schools.  UU's try to maintain a respectful insistence on the validity of overwhelming evidence for evolution, and on the need to see the biblical account as an account of a religious myth, rather than scientific truth. 

Charles Darwin came from a British Unitarian family.  We are proud to be a part of the same tradition, which allows for change in the face of new knowledge, and which questions claims of "final truths."

Supplies:


Bible for each class member.

Entering Activity supplies

Darwin Fish Symbols, to sell at coffee hour, optional

Scopes trial play excerpts, copies for readers

Bumper Sticker supplies (strips of paper, markers)

Star cookies, optional

Set Up: 

One place to order "Darwin Fish" or "Evolve Fish" is from UU business: EvolveFISH
P.O. Box 26523 Colorado Springs, CO 80936

1-800-386-5846

E-Mail: Order@EvolveFISH.com;  www.EvolveFISH.com

Entering Activity:
1) Have an iguana or snake come to visit, to help illustrate the exotic animals that Darwin encountered.

or

2) Have fossils or petrified wood available.

Group Building: 

Play the "Evolution" Game:

Sit in a circle.  Each person picks an animal to portray, and chooses a hand motion to symbolize it. i.e. a moose is portrayed by hands above ears as antlers, a worm is portrayed as an index finger crawling along the floor. The leader is the highest point in the game and is always a turtle, whose sign is portrayed as hands together, palms touching, thumbs “swim”.  The person to the turtle’s left is always the barnacle, and is the lowest spot in the game.  The barnacle is always portrayed as a hand forming a cone sitting on the floor.

Everyone introduces their animal and hand motion by going around the circle. Pay close attention! The turtle starts the game by performing the turtle hand motion and then performing the hand motion of another animal (e.g. a moose).  The moose must then portray the moose hand motion, and immediately follow it with another animal’s hand motion,( e.g. a worm).  The worm performs the worm hand motion and follows it with another motion... and so on until someone makes a mistake.  

Whoever makes the mistake leaves their position and goes to the barnacle position, the lowest spot on this evolutionary scale at least. Each person moves “up” the evolutionary ladder to a new position, and ASSUMES THE NEW IDENTITY OF THAT POSITION. Each person must learn a new hand motion (at least those who move up to the newly vacated position). Turtle then leads the circle in a group chant of “Evolution, ho!” and starts with a new hand signal. 

Object of the Game: Play until you can’t stand it anymore, or try to depose Turtle.

Focusing Activity:
Determine if the class is familiar with the account of creation in Genesis.  If not, have them open a Bible and read the first chapter and part of the second, in which the seven days are described.

Act out the excerpts from the Scopes Trial, introducing it with the following information:

The Scopes Trial was one of the most famous and controversial legal cases in U.S. history.  The trial involved a high school teacher named John Thomas Scopes, and it took place in Dayton, Tenn., in 1925. Scopes was found guilty of violating a Tennessee law that made it illegal to teach the theory of evolution in public schools.  This theory suggests that human beings develop from simpler forms of life over a long period of time.  By law, teachers in public schools were allowed to teach only the Biblical account of the Creation, which tells how God created human beings essentially as they exist today.  Many scientists accepted the view that monkeys and humans had common ancestors and so the Scopes case was often called the “monkey trial.”

The trial attracted worldwide attention, largely because of the participation of two celebrities, William Jennings Bryan and Clarence Darrow.  Bryan, an unsuccessful candidate for President of the United States three times, aided the prosecution.  He believed in fundamentalism, a movement whose members insist that words of the Bible should be taken literally.  Darrow, a famous criminal lawyer, defended Scopes.  Darrow strongly supported the right to teach evolution.  Bryan, considered an expert on the Bible, accepted Darrow’s challenge to become a witness.  But Darrow humiliated and outsmarted Bryan in the cross-examination. Legally, the Scopes case was unimportant.  Scopes was fined $100, but the conviction was later reversed because of a small legal error.  The Tennessee law remained in effect until 1967. Bryan died while resting after the trial. - World Book Encyclopedia.

Actual excerpts from The Scopes Trial, abridged from "The Famous Trials Website" (see Background for Teachers)

Clarence Darrow - Defense lawyer and evolutionist

William Jennings Bryan - Prosecuting lawyer and fundamentalist

"The Court" - Judge

Policeman

The courtyard ( laughter and applause)

Day 7 

[image: image1.wmf]Darrow‑You have given considerable study to the Bible, haven't you, Mr. Bryan?

Byron‑‑Yes, sir, I have tried to...

Q‑‑You believe the story of the flood to be a literal interpretation?

A‑‑Yes, sir.

Q‑‑When was that Flood?

A‑‑I would not attempt to fix the date. The date is fixed, as suggested this morning.

Q‑‑About 4004 B.C.?...

A‑‑I do not think about things I don't think about.

Q‑‑Do you think about things you do think about?

A‑‑Well, sometimes.(Laughter in the courtyard.)

Policeman‑‑Let us have order....

Bryon‑‑These gentlemen have not had much chance‑‑they did not come here to try this case. They came here to try revealed religion. I am here to defend it and they can ask me any question they please.

The Court‑‑All right...(Applause from the court yard.)

Darrow‑ Do you know anything about how many people there were in Egypt 3,500 years ago, or how many people there were in China 5,000 years ago?

Bryon‑‑No.

Q‑‑Have you ever tried to find out?

A‑‑No, sir. You are the first man I ever heard of who has been in interested in it. (Laughter.)

Q‑‑Mr. Bryan, am I the first man you ever heard of who has been interested in the age of human societies and primitive man?

A‑‑You are the first man I ever heard speak of the number of people at those different periods.

Q‑‑Where have you lived all your life?

A‑‑Not near you. (Laughter and applause.)

Q‑‑Nor near anybody of learning?

A‑‑Oh, don't assume you know it all.

Q‑‑Do you know there are thousands of books in our libraries on all those subjects I have been asking you about?...

A‑‑I couldn't say, but I will take your word for it....

Q‑‑Have you any idea how old the earth is?

A‑‑No....

The Court‑‑Are you about through, Mr. Darrow?

Darrow‑‑I want to ask a few more questions about the creation.

The Court‑‑I know. We are going to adjourn when Mr. Bryan comes off the stand for the day. Be very brief, Mr. Darrow.

Bryan‑‑The reason I am answering is not for the benefit of the superior court. It is to keep these gentlemen from saying I was afraid to meet them and let them question me, and I want the Christian world to know that any atheist, agnostic, unbeliever, can question me anytime as to my belief in God, and I will answer him.

Darrow‑‑I want to take an exception to this conduct of this witness. He may be very popular down here in the hills....

Bryan‑‑Your honor, they have not asked a question legally and the only reason they have asked any question is for the purpose, as the question about Jonah was asked, for a chance to give this agnostic an opportunity to criticize a believer in the world of God; and I answered the question in order to shut his mouth so that he cannot go out and tell his atheistic friends that I would not answer his questions. That is the only reason, no more reason in the world.

Mr. Darrow:Q‑‑Mr. Bryan, do you believe that the first woman was Eve?

A‑‑Yes.

Q‑‑Do you believe she was literally made out of Adams's rib?

A‑‑I do.

Q‑‑Did you ever discover where Cain got his wife?

A‑‑No, sir; I leave the agnostics to hunt for her.

Q‑‑You have never found out?

A‑‑I have never tried to find her.

Q‑‑You have never tried to find?

A‑‑No.

Q‑‑The Bible says he got one, doesn't it? Were there other people on the earth at that time?

A‑‑I cannot say.

Q‑‑You cannot say. Did that ever enter your consideration?

A‑‑Never bothered me.

Q‑‑There were no others recorded, but Cain got a wife.

A‑‑That is what the Bible says...

Q‑‑I will read it to you from the Bible: "And the Lord God said unto the serpent, because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life." Do you think that is why the serpent is compelled to crawl upon its belly?

A‑‑I believe that.

Q‑‑Have you any idea how the snake went before that time?

A‑‑No, sir.

Q‑‑Do you know whether he walked on his tail or not?

A‑‑No, sir. I have no way to know. (Laughter in audience).

Q‑‑Now, you refer to the cloud that was put in heaven after the flood, the rainbow. Do you believe in that?

A‑‑Read it.

Q‑‑All right, Mr. Bryan, I will read it for you.

Bryan‑‑Your Honor, I think I can shorten this testimony. The only purpose Mr.Darrow has is to slur at the Bible, but I will answer his question. I will answer it all at once, and I have no objection in the world, I want the world to know that this man, who does not believe in a God, is trying to use a court in Tennessee

Darrow‑‑I object to that.

Bryan‑‑(Continuing) to slur at it, and while it will require time, I am willing to take it.

Darrow‑‑I object to your statement. I am exempting you on your fool ideas that no intelligent Christian on earth believes.

The Court‑‑Court is adjourned until 9 o'clock tomorrow morning.

[image: image2.wmf]Focusing Questions for Discussion and Reflection: 

Who tells you what to believe? How do you decide? What do you believe about the Bible?

Our Tradition:
The use of reason is one of the most important beliefs in our faith.  We understand that the story from the Bible is an ancient legend, over a thousand years old. Times were different. We can accept that it is a beautiful myth and it is poetry.  But we are comfortable replacing it with a different understanding of creation, as scientific evidence suggests the theory of evolution. Unitarian Universalists believe that “Change Happens” and is a natural consequence of searching for truth. When someone talks about final truth, UU’s often become questioning.  We know that our own experience causes us to change, and that sometimes we make mistakes and must change. We question that any person could know a final answer about something that happened so long ago. If we had slogans about our beliefs they would be different from fundamentalist slogans.  Our bumper stickers might say “Change Happens” and “Mystery is Beautiful” to represent the ongoing search for truth. 

Describe the meaning of the Christian fish, and the counter statement of the Darwin Fish. The early Christians needed a secret way to identify themselves to each other, since it was against the law to be Christian in the Roman Empire.  Since the word for Jesus in Greek sounded like the word for “fish” Ichtheus, the early Christians used the symbol of the fish as the secret symbol.  One person could casually draw a half circle in the sand with their toe.  If the other person was a Christian they could finish the symbol with the opposing half circle and create the fish.  If not, it was easy to pretend to be doodling in the sand.  Supporters of evolutionary theory who like to make a statement about evolution slyly added feet and sometimes the word “Darwin” to the fish symbol to have it symbolize the transition between sea dwelling and land crawling animals. 

Activity:
1)make bumper stickers or posters of UU slogans “Change Happens” “Mystery is Beautiful” and decorate classroom

or

2) Obtain Darwin fish symbols.  Set up to sell them at coffee hour.

or

3) Walk to the parking lot and see if there are any, or how many Darwin fish are on the bumpers of the church members.

Integration and Response: What will you say if someone asks you what UU's believe?

Closing Worship: Find or make a Darwin fish symbol if you can. Lean it against the chalice. Reading # 530, (shortened, if you like) in “Singing the Living Tradition” hymnbook.

Out of the Stars

Out of the stars in their flight, out of the dust of eternity, 

here have we come.

Stardust and sunlight, mingling through time and through space.

Out of the stars have we come, up from time;

Out of the stars have we come.

Time out of time before time in the vastness of space, 

earth spun to orbit the sun,

Earth with the thunder of mountains newborn, the boiling of seas...

... Mystery hidden in mystery, back through all time;

Mystery rising from rocks in the storm and the sea.

Out of the stars, rising from rocks and the sea,
kindled by sunlight on earth, arose life...

Robert Weston

Snack: Star cookies, optional.

Background for Teachers: The Jewish Scriptures (Old Testament) are described as the literary expression of the religious life of ancient Israel.  More than a thousand years of time separate the earliest and latest compositions.  The Israelites were more history-conscious than any other people in the ancient world.  Probably as early as the time of David and Solomon, out of a matrix of myth, legend, and history, there had appeared the earliest written form of the story (Genesis).  But it was a long time before the idea of Scripture arose and took its biblical form... 

Genesis means “beginning”. This first book of Moses preserves ancient oral traditions. We feel as though we are peering back into thousands of years of tradition. It is these traditions that conflict with evolutionary theories.

“Darwin’s work has had a tremendous impact on religious thought. Many people oppose the idea of evolution - and the teaching of it- because it conflicts with their religious beliefs.  Some people argue against the theory of natural selection because they believe it diminishes the role of divine guidance in the universe..  Darwin suggested that human beings are similar to other animals in many ways.  This idea contradicts the belief that God created human beings and gave them special emotional and intellectual gifts.” From the World Book Encyclopedia.

“Long, long ago, it seemed so simple.  The universe was a three-storied apartment house, with heaven on the top floor, full of gods and stars; earth in the middle, full of people and animals and plants; and hell in the basement, full of terrible and scary things.  God had nothing else to do but sit up there watching us.  We were the center of attention.  We were his people.

Then came Copernicus.  He said that the sun did not move around the earth at all, but was a fixed star.  He said it was the earth and us on it that did the moving, and, worse, that the earth was just one of the planets that so moved, one among many, and not at the center of anything at all...

In the last few decades we have been entering a new vision of the universe as radical and revolutionary as the Copernican changeover, and we still have not worked out what it all means, either in theology or in our view of what humanity is and what we ought to do with our lives.” - Judith Walker-Riggs, UU minister as quoted in “Our Chosen Faith”. pg. 155
For more information, see the lesson on Charles Darwin in the curriculum "Stepping Stone Year, A Program for 8 - 10 year olds" by Margaret K. Gooding.

Also visit the award winning "Famous Trials Website" at www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials
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