IntroductionIntroductiontc \l1 "Introduction
I heard the teacher say, (for the second year in a row)”We can believe anything we want to!” The kids in the Neighboring Faiths class said, “We don’t know what to tell these other groups when they ask us what we believe! I knew it was time to update our Coming of Age year by adding a search for our identity, our UU traditions.
This curriculum teaches an understanding of UU faith that can replace the vague “anything we want to” statement with: “We come from a long tradition of questioning and searching.  We come from a long tradition of loving kindness and good works.”  We have powerful stories and visions of hope.  It is time to share them with our older children as they begin the process of shaping their own faith.
One of the hurdles to teaching our traditions is that our teachers are often just beginning to learn about our faith as well as the children.  For this reason, I have used "A Chosen Faith" by John A. Buehrens and Forrest Church, as the framework for educating the teachers. Most lessons include pertinent excerpts from "A Chosen Faith" (used with permission) to enhance the understanding of the teachers.  

Goal
Teach our UU traditions, to both middle schoolers and their teachers, while adding the fun with which middle schoolers connect to issues and stay enthusiastic about their church experience. 

The UU traditions taught in this curriculum include:

[image: image1.png]


...the way we create services of celebration and memory, with lessons on Flower Communion, Memorials, and Dedications.
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...the place of Science and Reason, with lessons on Darwin, creationism, the 
invention of soda pop.
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...the different ways UUs create community, with visits to various web sites.
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...our tradition of good works, with making a church gift, service projects, and UN Sunday.
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...our music and hymns, with Hymns and Readings from our Singing the Living Tradition hymnbook.
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...our Purposes and Principles, with a UU rosary of beads for each purpose.
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...our roots in Judeo-Christian culture, with themes from the Bible, including Psalm 23, The Lords Prayer, King David and King Solomon.
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...marking the passage from childhood to teen, with a Coming of Age Ceremony including a personal letter from parents, to be opened at the midnight worship.

1) Introduction. 


Games.  Potato Worship.

2)#38 Morning Has Broken.  
Finger painting.


3) You!



Make your own trade card as did Lydia Pinkham. Sample!

4) Cyberspace Church 

Visit UU congregations on the Web and/or tour your space.

5) Visit another UU church.
Road trip!

6) Mistakes and Forgiveness
Crud-o-matic vacuum cleaner game.

7) Memorial Services. 

Mix up a gorp potluck. Memory Stars.



8) Heresy Sunday. 

Act out skits on  Servetus, David, Vogel.


9) #118 This Little Light

Carve a pumpkin. 

10) Chalice in a Bag.

Make chalices.




11) Intro. to the Bible.

Play homemade Bible Trivia




12) Conflict Resolution

Kings David and Solomon; Cook scrambled eggs. 



13) Swords into Plowshares
UN Sunday; Mold foil sculpture.  Sample!





14) Prayers.


Invent your version of Psalm 23 or the Lords Prayer.  



15) Xmas Machine.

Homemade Tree Decorations




16) Winter Solstice

Drill a Yule Log.





17) Birth Legends.

Act out skits of Jesus, Buddha, Confucius.




18) Hannukah 


The Story of Billings, MT; Sand and paint wooden dreydls.

19) James Reeb.


Learn to draw an interlinked chain.



20) #169 We Shall Overcome. 
Replicate Latimers electrical circuits.


21) Congregational Survey:
Predictions; Invent bumper stickers.





22) Congregational Survey:
Result; 
Bake stained glass cookies.




23) Meet a U and a U.

Enact skits about G.DeBenneville and C. Barton.





24) Love and Equality       
Womens Suffrage; Stick some UU stamps.





25) Purposes and Principles.
Create abstract sculpture with foam core.





26) Purposes and Principles.
 Bead a UU Rosary.

27)  #211, #212 S & J

Sarahs Circle and Jacobs Ladder; Write new nursery rhymes.


28) Genesis and Evolution.
 Count the Darwin fish bumper stickers in the parking lot. Sample!


29) The Black Box.
 
Solve the Black Box mystery and create carbon dioxide.



30) Communion. 


Pop Rocks Candy Communion.




31) Creating Worship.

Create a service for pets.




32) #388 Dona Nobis Pacem
Tattoo peace signs.  Sample!



 

33) The Golden Rule.

Play trust games.





34) Moses and Miriam.

Eat matza.






35) Jesus / Mary Magdalene.  
Share Haiku






36) Spring Equinox. 

Decorating eggs.





37) #21 For the Beauty 
 
Eat dirt!






38) Mother's Day.

 Make corsages.





39) Prepare for Service.
 
Work on Special Project.




40) Prepare for Service.
 
Work on Special Project.




41) Overnight and Service.
 Midnight Worship.





42) Flower Communion.

Usher at adult service.





43) Services of Union. 

Sample reception goodies.




44) Closing Day.


Take home a poster.

Social Nights: Six Foot Banana Split Night Sample!, Scary Stories Night, Weird Foods Night, White Elephant Gift Exchange,  Homemade Pie Making Party, Valentines, Science Fair Social, Egg Social.
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