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Friday or Saturday evening, 7 - 9 p.m.

Set Up: 

Arrange for use of a facility, such as the social hall and kitchen.

Put date on the congregation's calendar.

Plan some structure for the evening, using the suggestions below or your own.


Recruit a few parents to help the teachers.  A 1:7 ratio is recommended.

Ask class members to bring either bananas, ice cream, topping, or drinks. 

Advertise the event.  

Decide if class members are allowed to bring friends.

Arrange for some mural paper and markers on a table.

Buy a 6 foot section of galvanized gutter, and 2 end caps. 

Or 

Substitute foil and duct tape as end caps.  Assemble into a trough. 

Have spoons, napkins, scoops, etc. on hand.

Arrange for a camera and film, optional.

Buy some simple prizes for the "treasure hunt."

Have a candle and matches on hand.

Gathering:
As class members arrive, have a "graffiti board" available for signing in.  This can be large mural paper with markers on a table.  Let them decorate it. Hang it in their classroom if possible, later.

Play Elbow Tag, and other active games.  (Directions in Lesson # 1.)

Making the Banana Split:


Once the group has arrived, start by setting out the trough.  Ask class members to set up with spoons, scoops, supplies. Admire the various toppings and flavors of ice cream. Ask them to describe ideas they have for making the Banana Split.  Create it!

Eating the Banana Split:
Admire the creation!  Take pictures. 

"I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream!"

Eat it!

Next activity: 

Everyone helps clean up then the reward: a statistical treasure hunt (Great Ideas for Small Youth Groups by Wayne Rice. Used with permission).

Statistical Treasure Hunt

Divide into two teams or into any number of small groups.  Give each team or group a list of about twenty items like the ones below.  Each team adds up their points based on the information requested.  The team with the highest number of points is the winner.

1. Counting January as one point, February as two points, and so on through the calendar year, add up the total of "birthday points" on your team.  Simply find out in which month every person on your team was born and add up the points.

2. Counting one point for each different state named, give a score for the different number of states in which your team members were born.

3. Add up the total of all the shoe sizes in your group, one foot only.

4. Add up the total number of operations everyone in your group has had.  Serious dental surgery counts but not an ordinary tooth pulling.  

5. Get your "hair color score": Black counts two, brown counts one, blond counts three, red counts five, any other color counts seven.

6. Add the total number of miles traveled by each team member from their home to this meeting.

Prizes: inexpensive calculators, candy, candles, whoopee cushions, balloons, cards, etc.

Informal games, activities:

Have some informal games and activities available for about 20 minutes, such as card games, ping-pong, checkers, Pictionary, etc. Let the class members enjoy their prizes, too.

Closing:

Gather the group in a circle.  Light a candle for friendships and fun. Do a check out circle in which each person is invited to share something about the night. Sing a closing song, such as "Go Now in Peace" # 413 in "Singing the Living Tradition".


